
Unveiling the Enigma: Life After Death
According to the Orthodox Tradition
In the face of life's greatest mystery, humanity has grappled with the
question of what lies beyond our mortal existence. The Orthodox Christian
tradition has long held a profound understanding of life after death, a belief
system that offers solace, hope, and guidance in the face of the inevitable.
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In the book "Life After Death According to the Orthodox Tradition,"
renowned author and theologian Bishop Kallistos Ware explores the
intricate tapestry of Eastern Orthodox beliefs on this pivotal topic. Drawing
upon centuries of theological wisdom and scriptural insights, Bishop Ware
weaves a compelling narrative that illuminates the journey of the soul from
the moment of death to its eternal destiny.
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Understanding the Orthodox Perspective

The Orthodox view of life after death is rooted in a deep understanding of
the human person as a composite being. According to Orthodox theology,
we consist of both a material body and an immaterial soul. When death
occurs, the soul separates from the body and embarks on a transformative
journey.

Bishop Ware discusses the Orthodox teaching of the "intermediate state," a
period after death but before the Last Judgment when the soul undergoes
purification from the effects of sin. This purification can take various forms,
such as experiencing the pain of separation from loved ones or facing the
consequences of one's actions.

The Judgment and Beyond

The Orthodox tradition believes that the Last Judgment is not a single
event but an ongoing process of discernment and accountability. Bishop
Ware explains that the judgment is not merely a condemnation or reward
but an opportunity for each soul to confront the truth about its life and to
receive mercy.

Beyond the Last Judgment, the Orthodox tradition envisions two possible
destinies for the soul: eternal life in the Kingdom of God or separation from
God in the state known as hell. Bishop Ware emphasizes that hell is not a
place of physical torment but a spiritual condition of isolation and darkness.

The Importance of Prayer and the Eucharist

In the Orthodox tradition, prayer and the Eucharist play a vital role in the
journey of the soul after death. Bishop Ware explains that prayer for the



departed can bring comfort and support to their souls during the
intermediate state and can assist in their purification.

The Eucharist, or Holy Communion, is also seen as a powerful means of
grace for the living and the dead. Through the Eucharist, we participate in
the eternal life of Christ and pray not only for our own salvation but also for
the repose of the souls of the departed.

The Author



Bishop Kallistos Ware
Bishop Kallistos Ware is a renowned Eastern Orthodox theologian and
author. He is the former Bishop of Diokleia and a professor at the University
of Oxford. Bishop Ware is known for his insightful and accessible writings
on Orthodox theology, including "The Orthodox Way" and "The Inner
Kingdom."
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understanding of the Orthodox perspective on the soul's journey, the Last
Judgment, and the eternal destinies of humanity.
Buy the Book
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